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THE B.P. KOIRALA CASE 

REF: (A) KATHMANDU 1618 (NOTAL) 

(B) NEW DELHI 5201 

(C) NEW DELHI 5518 

1 . ON APRIL 1 1 AN APPEAL OF THE ELDER STATESMAN OF THE 
RULING JANATA PARTY, J.P. NARAYAN, WAS RELEASED CALLING 
FOR THE FREEING OF NEPALI CONGRESS LEADER B.P. KOIRALA AND 
THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF NEPAL (REF B ). THIS WAS FOLLOWED 
BY THE FORMATION OF A CITIZEN S COMMITTEE FOR THE RELEASE 
OF KOIRALA, WHICH INCLUDED SENIOR JANATA LEADERS (REF C). 

THUS FAR THE GOI HAS NOT TAKEN A PUBLIC POSITION ON THE 
KOIRALA CASE, AND IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THAT IT WILL DO SO. 

THE COUNSELOR FOR THE NEPALESE EMBASSY, JAI RANA, TOLD 

AN EMBOFF ON APRIL 19 THAT JANATA PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY 
SURENDRA MOHAN HAD PETITIONED THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO 
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INTERVENE WITH THE GON TO OBTAIN KOIRALA'S RELEASE BUT WAS 
REFUSED. THIS REQUEST PRESUMABLE WAS MADE SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE RELEASE OF J.P.'S STATMENT ON APRIL 11. 

2. V.M. TARKUNDE, A FORMER JUSTICE OF THE BOMBAY HIGH 
COURT AND A PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE 
MENTIONED ABOUVE, TOLD AN EMBOFF ON APRIL 21 THAT HIS 
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COMMITTEE DID NOT SEEK GOI INTERVENTION IN THE KOIRALA 
CASE, AT LEAST NOT TO THE POINT OF ASKING IT TO TAKE A 
PUBLIC POSITION. WHILE THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION COULD AND 
SHOULD SPEAK OUT ON QUESTIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS, TARKUNDE 
THOUGHT THE NEW INDIAN GOVERNMENT WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
STRONG— IT HAD TOO MANY PROBLEMS-TO DO SO. 

3. TARKUNDE EXPLAINED THAT HIS COMMITTEE WOULD CONCERN 
ITSELF ONLY WITH PROBLEMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN NEPAL, AS 
ENUMERATED IN UN CONVENTIONS, WHICH DID NOT INCLUDE THE 
RIGHT TO VOTE. THEY WOULD THEREFORE NOT RAISE THE ISSUE 

OF THE LACK OF DEMOCRACY IN NEPAL. TARKUNDE CONCEDED THE 
RIGHT OF THE GON TO TRY KOIRALA ON CRIMINAL CHARGES BUT 
OBIECTED TO HIS HAVING BEEN DETAINED THUS FAR WITHOUT 
CHARGES. HIS COMMITTEE WOULD INSIST THAT KOIRALA BE 
TRIED ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STANDARDS OF 
PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE JUSTICE. 

4. NEPALESE COUNSELOR RANA, ON THE OTHER HAND, TOOK 

STRONG EXCEPTION TO WHAT HE CHARACTERIZED AS INDIAN INTERFERENCE 

IN NEPALESE AFFAIRS. HE ARGUED THAT NO HUMAN RIGHTS 

ISSUES WERE INVOLVED IN THE KOIRALA CASE AND THAT 

IT WAS MERELY A MATTER OF A SOVEREIGN STATE DEALING 

WITH CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. RANA RELUCTANTLY CONCEDED THAT 

A HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION MIGHT ARISE IF KOIRALA WERE 

TRIED SECRETLY, BUT SAID THAT CONTRARY TO REPORTS IN 

INDIA KOIRALA HAD NOT YET BEEN TRIED. HE DID NOT PREDICT 

WHEN THAT MIGHT BE. THE COUNSELOR MADE NO COMMENT ON 

KOIRALA’S HAVING BEEN DETAINED WITHOUT BEING 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 NEW DE 05724 212009Z 

CHARGED OTHER THAT TO NOTE THAT THE CASE WAS BEING PUT 
TOGETHER FROM DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY FOR TRIAL 
BY A SPECIAL TRIBUNAL. RANA ALSO DID NOT COMMENT ON 
WHETHER THE TRIAL WOULD BE PUBLIC. 

5. CONGEN CALCUTTA REPORTED THAT APPROXIMATELY 200 JANATA 
PARTY STUDENTS AND YOUTH ACTIVISTS STAGED A PEACEFUL 
DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE NEPALESE CONGEN IN CALCUTTA 
ON APRIL 19 ON BEHALF OF KOIRALA. THEY ATTEMPTED TO 
PRESENT A PETITION WHICH WAS REFUSED. 

6. COMMENT: AS WE SAID AT THE OUTSET, WE DO NOT EXPECT THE 
GOI TO TAKE A PUBLIC POSITION ON THE KOIRALA CASE. 

NEVERTHELESS, J.P.'S STATEMENT ON KOIRALA COUPLED WITH THE 
PROTESTS OF THE CITIZENS' COMMITTEE AND JANATA PARTY 
YOUTH MUST CARRY SOME WEIGHT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AT SOME 
POINT THE GOI MIGHT SEEK TO RAISE THE CASE "PRIVATELY" 

WITH THE GON. THAT THE GOI MIGHT ATTEMPT TO BRING 
PRESSURE ON THE GON IN FAVOR OF KOIRALA THROUGH ITS 
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LEVERAGE ON ISSUES SUCH AS TRADE AND TRANSIT CANNOT BE 
ENTIRELY FORECLOSED. IN SUM, WE SEE THE KOIRALA CASE AS 
A FACTOR WHICH THE GOI WILL HAVE TO CONSIDER IN IMPLEMENTING 
ITS DECLARED POLICY OF SEEKING TO IMPROVE INDIA'S 
RELATIONS WITH NEPAL (NEW DELHI 4821). 

SCHNEIDER 
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